
 
Minutes 

Council Meeting  
Wednesday, July 13, 2022   |   6:30 pm – 8:15 pm  

  

Recording available: https://youtu.be/UKQ6fe6NY2w 
  

 

Welcome/Agenda: After in-person attendees got refreshments, Allison Thomson welcomed attendees 
and went over logistics.  In-person attendees introduced themselves and Zoom attendees shared their 
names in the chat due to technical difficulties with the audio.   
Allison shared that the goal for hosting this month’s meeting in the evening was to make it more 
accessible to residents who cannot always attend during the work day.   

 
Public Comments:  

• Brendan Ankers, resident of Oregon House, shared concerns around there being only one 
accessible evacuation route from their house, and he is interested in reopening an alternative 
route through a neighbor’s parcel.   

o Charles Sharp shared that improvement projects around Manzanita Lake might be 
worth looking into.   

o Jim Mathias, Cal Fire, clarified that evacuating early is important when you live in an 
area that could trap you during a wildfire 

• Jeff Huckins, a resident of Oregon House, brought attention to a wooden bridge that is relied 
upon for ingress/ egress in the Sunnyside Lane/ Begonia Way area, which is of concern in the 
case of wildfire since it could burn and no longer provide an evacuation route.  The area also 
does not have comprehensive cell service so many residents do not receive CodeRed alerts.   

• Henry Knapp shared that he was curious about how much of the area is covered by wildfire 
cameras that could help spot a wildfire.   

o Frank Denatale, Yuba County’s Fire Prevention Officer, shared that there are about 5 or 
6 cameras in the foothills right now.  He also shared that new code enforcement officers 
have recently been hired.   

o Mike Lee- serves on one of the local wildfire lookout towers in the areas.  He helped 
report a recent fire, and feels that having people volunteering for lookout is very 
effective.  More volunteers would be helpful: yubafiresafe.org/lookout-volunteers   

o Frank Denatale suggested looking online in the Greater Tahoe Area to see the wildfire 
cameras  

• Carol Ferras, Sunnyside Lane resident, wondered if there are grants available to help their 
community fund roadside clearing and paving of the rest of the road up to their properties.   

o Allison shared that YWPFSC has multiple programs that may help with fuels reduction 
around the home, driveway, and private roads.   

o Jeff Huckins clarified that the paving of roads would help for evacuation  
o Jim Mathias, Cal Fire, said that government money can’t help pay for paving of private 

roads, but recommends reaching out to elected officials if you would like changes in the 
way things are done 

o Marieke Furnee, Oregon House resident, also suggested speaking to officials to get help 
with the paving.   

• Jim Mathias said that the sheriff will put boots on the ground and use a high low siren to notify 
people when they need to evacuate, not just rely on CodeRed to notify people on their phones 

https://youtu.be/UKQ6fe6NY2w
https://yubafiresafe.org/lookout-volunteers
https://www.alertwildfire.org/region/tahoe/?camera=Axis-OregonHouse
https://www.alertwildfire.org/region/tahoe/?camera=Axis-OregonHouse


o Carol Ferras shared that they weren’t notified to evacuate when the Willow Fire 
happened while they were without electricity and didn’t have cell service 

o Leo Ferras added details about their gates for keeping their animals in, and asked that 
systems improve to better communicate where people can go during an evacuation 

o Jim Mathias shared that evacuations are under the jurisdiction of the Sheriff’s Office, 
but some things that the Sheriff’s Office would say include that with limited resources 
they have to focus on helping the most people they can, so they might not be able to 
quickly get around your gate.  He said that a lot has improved in emergency 
preparations in the 2 years since the Willow Fire.  He also said that it’s great that all of 
you are here, and it is each person’s responsibility to prepare.  He suggested driving 
around during daylight to become familiar with more routes that could be useful when 
evacuation is needed.   

o Brendan Ankers added that the Sheriff’s Office staff who help when roads have to be 
blocked due to fire are good people. 

o Leo Ferras reiterated that improvements could be made to help people know where to 
go when routes they would have taken become blocked.   

o Pamela Cook acknowledged that all here have experienced fire trauma.   
 

• YWPFSC Programs Presentation Allison Thomson (Executive Director) and Jannike Allen (Project 
Coordinator) shared an overview of Yuba Watershed Protection and Fire Safe Council (YWPFSC) 
programs available to Yuba foothill residents.  Presentation slides are attached at the end.   

o Allison explained that YWPFSC brings together community stakeholders to promote 
wildfire preparedness and forest health in the Yuba County Foothills through 
community outreach, collaboration, and implementation.   

o She shared that in addition to monthly fire safe council meetings, YWPFSC has 
residential programs, outreach, and fuels reduction projects ongoing.   

o Jannike elaborated on the Home Resilience Program, which includes Wildfire Mitigation 
Reviews conducted by volunteers to inform resident of ways they can reduce their risk 
to fire, and the Home Hardening and Defensible Space Cost Share opportunities, which 
can partially reimburse upgrades residents do based on recommendations they receive 
in their review.   

o She shared about the Reflective Address Sign program and how to apply.  
o Allison gave an overview of the Firewise USA program which guides communities in 

acknowledging fire risk and committing to take steps to reduce their risk.  Rooja 
Mohassessy shared a bit about the experience Lake Francis Estates has had becoming 
Yuba County’s first recognized Firewise site.   

o Jannike encouraged attendees to get involved by visiting yubafiresafe.org to: 
▪ Sign up for our email list - be informed about monthly Fire Safe Council 

meetings 
▪ Sign up for a Wildfire Mitigation Review  
▪ Request cost share reimbursement for the Defensible Space and Home 

Hardening upgrades you undertake at home 
▪ Request a Reflective Address Sign 
▪ Submit photos for our annual calendar 

o Jannike shared that good ways to stay in touch include visiting our website, following 
our Facebook page, and joining our Facebook group 

o She wrapped up by inviting attendees to become volunteers, helping:  

https://yubafiresafe.org/meeting-info/
https://yubafiresafe.org/wildfire-mitigation-review-program/
https://yubafiresafe.org/wildfire-mitigation-review-program/
https://yubafiresafe.org/home-hardening-cost-share-program/
https://yubafiresafe.org/defensible-space-cost-share-program/
https://yubafiresafe.org/reflective-address-signs/
https://yubafiresafe.org/firewise-usa/
https://yubafiresafe.org/
https://yubafiresafe.org/wildfire-mitigation-review-program/
https://yubafiresafe.org/defensible-space-cost-share-program/
https://yubafiresafe.org/home-hardening-cost-share-program/
https://yubafiresafe.org/home-hardening-cost-share-program/
https://yubafiresafe.org/reflective-address-signs/
https://airtable.com/shrPy060Uly3uL79c
https://yubafiresafe.org/
https://www.facebook.com/YubaFireSafe/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/186583048945086/


▪ Cut and zip tie Tow Chain Covers 
▪ Sign up for training to become a volunteer Wildfire Mitigation Advisor 
▪ And if you live near a reflective address sign pick up location (Cal Fire Loma Rica/ 

Brownsville Foothill Fire Thrift store/  Dobbins Oregon House Fire Thrift store) - 
Volunteer to periodically check which signs are left and call people who haven’t 
yet picked up their sign.   

 

• Partner Reports 

o Cal Fire – Jim Mathias, North Division Chief (Nevada, Yuba, Sutter, and western Sierra 
Counties) 

▪ In the Nevada Yuba Placer Unit: down 23 fires compared to this time last year 
▪ The Bay Fire, which started July 8th by Bayberry Lane and Marysville Rd, is fully 

contained 
▪ The Rices Incident (started as a structure fire) in Nevada County started June 

28th – his crew was sent to respond since other crews were headed elsewhere.  
It was very fast running, and spotting is a big issue in all of the fires we’ve been 
seeing.  Our location in Yuba County is lucky to be near several air attack bases 
that can help respond to fires.  They managed to keep the Rices Incident out of 
Yuba County, but were preparing for that possibility.  They created a lot of 
contingency line with dozers and hand crews, which may come in handy later in 
the year as well.   

▪ Assembly Bill 332 allows for cultural burning by tribal members, and in many 
cases is being used exactly as intended.  However, it could be abused if folks try 
to use the bill to broadcast larger fires during conditions that could get out of 
hand, so let Cal Fire know if you feel that a fire occurring near you is unsafe.   

▪ There were 1200 “911 calls” in less than 12 hours during the Rices Fire, mainly 
residents asking if they should evacuate.  If you feel like you need to ask, just do 
it.  This was an overwhelming number for the 5 people in the dispatch center 
who needed to also handle dispatch of resources for addressing the incident.  
Please prioritize calling 911 when you absolutely need to, such as if there is a 
fire that the department may not already be aware of.    

▪ Due to the state budget that has been signed by the governor: 

• Several new fire fighting resources have become available this year in 
the local unit   

• The California National Guard hand crew is now permanent, out of the 
Nevada City area.   

• Another battalion chief is now stationed up here, to fill in days the 
normal chief cannot cover.   

o USFS – Gabe Foster, Yuba River Ranger District  
▪ Their resources are available nationally, so when staff are pulled away they 

work to back fill.  One local crew is currently in Alaska.   
▪ The Tahoe National Forest Chief 1 is retiring, and a Chief 2 is coming in.  
▪ Eric Rice is on a detail, so Gabe is covering for him (normally works as a fuels 

specialist)  
▪ The North Yuba Forest Partnership, a watershed scale forest fuels reduction 

project, is in the environmental analysis phase.  The Forest Service’s new 



Wildfire Risk Reduction Team was recently set up and representation from the 
regional and Washington offices are coming to look at the local project, and this 
recognition is being followed by funding through the Bipartisan Infrastructure 
Law and CFLRP.   

▪ The Trapper Project – 1300 acres of fuels work will start in September.   
▪ The summer season is reducing the pace of work because machinery can’t be 

run at all hours of the day anymore due to the fire danger.   
▪ During the Rices Fire a lot of good communication occurred, and the Plumas and 

Tahoe NFs set up contingency lines within the forest.   

• Oscar Marin – Yuba County OES  
o OES has noted the CodeRed gaps in service during the Bay Fire, and are working with 

CodeRed and Yuba County Sheriff’s Office to figure out what issues occurred.   
▪ Go on the Yuba County OES site to inform them about CodeRed dead spots.   

o Zonehaven is also in use, and was set up 2 years ago.  Make sure you know what zone 
you live in.  Zonehaven helps communicate to people when to prepare to evacuate and 
when you need to evacuate right away.  If your evacuation routes are not reliable or you 
have lots of livestock, leave when there is an evacuation warning, don’t wait for an 
evacuation order.   

o Locations that may be used to set up as evacuation centers include the Alcouffe Center 
and Sycamore Ranch.   

o Avoid inundating the 911 calls during an incident unless you have a 911 emergency 

• Frank Denatale – Yuba County Fire Prevention Officer 
o Has been visiting sites, noting complaints, and helped during the Bay Fire.   

 

• YWP&FSC Reports:  
o Outreach-Education Committee – Jannike Allen shared opportunities for involvement 

during presentation earlier 
o Executive Director Report – Allison Thomson 

▪ In addition to the programs shared in the above presentation: 
▪ About a month ago we issued a RFQ to hire a forester for work on the upcoming 

roadside clearing project.   
▪ There are 35 current Wildfire Mitigation Review requests; they will be 

scheduled soon now that we are past a Covid exposure that happened at our 
recent Wildfire Mitigation Advisor Training.   

 

 
The next meeting is scheduled in the morning of August 10, 2022 at 9:30 am with both in person and 

Zoom attendance options.   
 
 
 

https://www.yuba.org/Emergency/
https://public.coderedweb.com/CNE/en-US/FBE5B4D6F361
https://www.yuba.org/departments/emergency_services/emergency_contact_information.php
http://community.zonehaven.com/
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YWPFSC Programs

July 13, 2022 |   Allison Thomson, Executive Director    |  Jannike Allen, Project Coordinator

Yuba Watershed Protection and Fire Safe Council 

brings together community stakeholders to 

promote wildfire preparedness and 

forest health in the Yuba County Foothills 

through community outreach, collaboration, and implementation
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Current Programs
COLLABORATION

• Monthly Council Meetings
• Yuba County Fuels Reduction and Forest 

Restoration Planning Tool yubacounty.opennrm.org
• Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP)

RESIDENTIAL PROGRAMS
• Home Resilience Program

• Wildfire Mitigation Reviews
• Home Hardening Cost Share
• Defensible Space Cost Share

• Residential Address Signs
• Residential Chipping
• Firewise USA
• Green Waste Days
• Special Needs Defensible Space Assistance

OUTREACH
• Annual Calendar
• Red Flag Warning Feather Flags
• No Spark Tow Chain Covers
• Evacuation Tags
• Yuba Youth Take Action
• Active Facebook group

FUELS REDUCTION
• Brownsville & Oregon Ridge Fuelbreaks
• Roadside Fuel Reduction

Home Resilience Program

• Free on-site review of residential home and property by trained 
volunteer advisors

WILDFIRE MITIGATION REVIEW PROGRAM

• 50% cost share reimbursement of eligible home hardening activities 
up to $2,000 per residence

HOME HARDENING COST SHARE PROGRAM

• 50% cost share reimbursement of eligible defensible space clearing 
work up to $2,000 per residence

DEFENSIBLE SPACE COST SHARE PROGRAM
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Wildfire Mitigation Reviews (WMR)

• Request a FREE on-site review of 
home & property by trained 
volunteer advisors

• Reviews provide 
recommendations for actions to 
improve the survivability of your 
home in case of wildfire

• A Wildfire Mitigation Review is 
required for cost share program 
eligibility

PC: Jannike Allen

Home Hardening Cost Share (HHCS)

• Hardening a home against wildfire 
is critical to improving its 
survivability and involves upgrading 
specific building materials to 
address the most vulnerable 
components of your house

• Yuba Foothill residents can apply for 
reimbursement of 50% of eligible 
home hardening expenses, up to 
$2,000

Source: UC Cooperative Extension
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Defensible Space Cost Share (DSCS)

• Working outward from your house, 
defensible space improvements increase 
the survivability of residences & 
complies with California Public 
Resource Code 4291

• Removal of ladder fuel vegetation, 
relocating other flammable items, and 
other defensible space activities are 
eligible for 50% reimbursement of 
expenses, up to $2,000 per parcel

Reflective Address Signs

HELP FIRST RESPONDERS HELP YOU!

• Reflective address signs aid emergency 
personnel in finding homes during 
emergencies & evacuations, helping them 
protect lives and property 

• Submit a request online

• Suggested donation: $20
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FireWise USA
• BENEFITS

• Community-Level Preparedness

• Actionable Plan to Build Wildfire Resilience

• Upcoming Discounts on Insurance Premiums

• Potential Eligibility for Grant Funding

• ORGANIZE:  Create a Neighborhood Committee to represent your community

• PLAN:

• Define site boundaries

• Complete a Community Wildfire Risk Assessment

• Develop a 3-5 year Action Plan

• DO: Host educational events and community work days to take the steps in your Action Plan

• TELL:  Submit your application and plans to Firewise USA to receive recognition

• Continue to work on the activities identified in the Action Plan to maintain Firewise status

Get Involved!  Visit our website to:

• Sign up for our email list - be informed about monthly Fire Safe Council 
meetings

• Sign up for a Wildfire Mitigation Review 

• Request cost share reimbursement for the Defensible Space and Home 
Hardening upgrades you undertake at home

• Request a Reflective Address Sign

• Submit photos for our annual calendar 

yubafiresafe.org
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Keep in touch!

Volunteer Opportunities

• Help cut and zip tie Tow Chain Covers

• Prepare Wildfire Risk Reduction folders for the WMR program

• Sign up for training to become a volunteer Wildfire Mitigation Advisor

• Do you live near a reflective address sign pick up location? (Cal Fire 
Loma Rica/ Brownsville Foothill Fire Thrift store/  Dobbins Oregon House Fire 
Thrift store) Volunteer to periodically check which signs are left and call 
people who haven’t yet picked up their sign.  
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THANK YOU!

www.yubafiresafe.org

Allison Thomson

Executive Director

allison@yubafiresafe.org

Jannike Allen

Project Coordinator

jannike@yubafiresafe.org


