
 
 
 

Council Meeting Minutes  
Wednesday, March 13, 2024   9:30am 

  

Alcouffe Community Center (9185 Marysville Road, Oregon House, CA 95962) 
 

 

▪ In attendance:  DJ Baker, Joe King, Jon Messick, Justin DeVorss, Justin Hartman, Chris McCandless, 
Charles Sharp, Austin Roughton, Louise Miller, Patrick Streight, David Morgan, Curtis Canfield, 
Allison Thomson, Dewaina Edens, Jason Miller, Rani Isaac, JoAnna Lessard, Keri Rinne, Tracey 
Munson, Douglas Bortz, Sean Griffis, Cathy LeBlanc, Pam Cook, Gretchen Cupp 

 
▪ Public Comment: 

o Louise Miller extended an invitation to YES Charter Earth Day. Vendor booth opportunities are 
available for local agencies and organizations. 

o Charles Sharp informed that he and Justin are working on a Firewise Community on Concord 
Trail.  He would like to have 50 Firewise Communities in Yuba County by the end of the year. He 
hopes that the Fire Safe Council could be more helpful in forming these communities. 

o Keri Rinne from the Forest Business Alliance updated us on grant funded by CAL Fire that allows 
them to offer workshops such as the upcoming Sawmill Management workshop they are 
hosting.  More information on the website: https://www.forestbusinessalliance.org/  or email 
them at forestbusinessalliance@gmail.com with questions. 

o Cathy LeBlanc from CCP announced their Annual St Patrick’s Day dinner fundraiser at the 
Camptonville Community Center on Saturday at 4pm.  The cost is $12. 

 
▪ Special Presentation: Austin Roughton, Forestry Youth Education Coordinator, University of 

California Cooperative Extension 
o Austin works with Ricky Satomi and a network of forestry advisors and serves as the Forestry 

Youth Education Coordinator for Yuba and Sutter counties and statewide. 
o What he does:  

▪ Supports educators' Forestry & Natural Resource Management literacy by providing 
high quality professional Development opportunities 

▪ Supports resource professionals with forestry outreach and education resources. 
o 2 Main Projects: 

o Forestry Institute for Teachers (FIT) www.forestryinstitute.org 
▪ FIT is a week-long program designed to get K-12 educators throughout the state 

into the woods to learn what it takes to manage a forest. 
▪ 4 hands on learning sessions put on by Natural Resources Director, Education 

Director and FIT Instructors (resource professionals from many agencies). 
▪ The program helps educators help students to understand why forests are 

important and how they are stewards of forest success. 
o UCCE Forestry Curriculum   https://ucanr.edu/sites/forestry/ 

▪ Field based lessons & instructional resources for Secondary learners (CTE, FFA, 
Forestry & Natural Resources) and Post-Secondary learners (CCC, 
undergraduates and resource management professionals) 

https://www.forestbusinessalliance.org/
http://www.forestryinstitute.org/
https://ucanr.edu/sites/forestry/


▪ Goals of the program are to bridge theory with real world application of forestry 
concepts and skills.   

▪ Resources: 
o Slide Deck 
o FIT Flyer 2024 

 
▪ Partner Reports:   

▪ USFS-Plumas National Forest – Jason Miller 

• Continuing chipping on Oregon Hill Rd when it dries up. 

• Exploring future under burn opportunities near Woodleaf. 
▪ USFS-Tahoe National Forest – Chris McCandless 

• 2,600 acres burnt since Fiscal Year 2024 began in October 

• 1,011 acres of Yuba River Ranger has been burnt with is mostly part of the 
Trapper Stream Flow Enhancement Project (Phase 1).  1,300 complete and 300 
acres left.  Phase II Trapper PACT will continue when it is dry enough. 

• Other projects: Camp Under Burn working off the old environmental assessment 
of Pendola, Marysville Rd and Moonshine, looking for understory burning 
opportunities in the fall as soon as the burn plan is updated. 

• Currently burning 5 acres near Bullard's Bar. 
 

▪ CAL FIRE – Justin Hartman 

• No word yet on staffing Dobbins. 

• 2 Cal Fire stations are staffed, Loma Rica and Smartsville. 

• Mickey Chizek has moved on to a 2312 roll and Tiffany Tracy will be our new 
representative up here. 

• Working with Fish & Wildlife doing burning off Daughtery section. 

• Thank you to Fish & Wildlife for your hard work. 
 

▪ Board of Supervisors – Jon Messick 

• Complemented Austin for his great presentation.  He would like the program to 
be available for Yuba County teachers. 

 
▪ Yuba County Water Agency – Joanna Lessard 

• Yuba Foothills Healthy Forest grant is winding down with 1 year left of mostly 
mastication. 

• New Bullard’s Bar Healthy Forest grant will be completing about 4,000 
treatment acres in the grant.  The project will also include completion of a CEQA 
document that will encompass all forested acres in Yuba County (approx. 
180,000 acres).  This will become an umbrella CEQA document that other 
agencies can use for new funding and projects. 
 

▪ 1st Congressional District of CA – David Morgan 

• Congressman LaMalfa spoke with President Biden about our Forestry 
Management bills and asked for continuing help managing our forests against 
wildfires. 

• With the new Farm Bill coming up, Congressman LaMalfa is working on adding 
forestry provisions. 
 

https://yubafiresafe.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/NewTeamSite/EaAE3CZkQjpFl8bzMVhmAWoB5JUkO3WZtKvtn0NXplVkjw?e=gNcg5P
https://yubafiresafe.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/NewTeamSite/ETgRncAiZE5BhcUdGwCXKNUBRTlyo66VXPE2harmbghmag?e=q37QYw


▪ Yuba County Resource Conservation District – DJ Baker 

• Waiting to hear on several fuel reduction grants. 

• Moving to the NRCS building. 
 

▪ Camptonville Community Partnership – Cathy LeBlanc 

• Purchasing an additional 75 at the Biomass site for a Sawmill. 

• Partnering with PG&E on a CAL Fire grant for a pilot program with a carbonizer 
which is a mobile bio-char unit. 

• Things are moving forward on the Forest Biomass Center project.  Target 
opening date is March of 2026. 

• Contact Cathy at:  cathy@theccp.org  with questions 

 
▪ UC Extension – Austin Roughton 

• Ricky is organizing several trainings for UC Master Gardeners in Yuba & Nevada 
County for Forestry & Fire Ecology 

• Also hosting a GIS workshop with Sierra College for Resource Professionals 
 

▪ Sierra Pacific Industries – Joe King 

• Fuels Reduction updates: Since November SPI has masticated 225 acres in 
Brownsville and Oregon House area. 

• SPI is also part of the New Bullard’s Bar Healthy Forest project and is 
targeting 1,140 acres in the Pendola area. 

 
▪ The CHY Company – notes from Madison Thomson  

• Masticators are out in Brownsville and Oregon Ridge waiting for better weather. 
 

 
▪ YWP&FSC Reports:  

o Outreach-Education Committee –  
▪ Still have a few 2024calendars left.  Let us know if you need more. 
▪ Already working on 2025 calendars.  Send us any content or suggestions – there is a link 

to submit photos on the front page of our website. 
▪ Sign up to volunteer at the YWPFSC booth at Outreach events. 
▪ Gary mentioned that Mitigation Reviews have been slow.  This is a good time of the year 

to schedule one, so you are ready when grant money for special programs becomes 
available. 

o Firewise/Programs Report – Sandie Marotti-Huckins 
▪ Firewise: In February we had interest from 3 communities in Oregon House and 1 in 

Dobbins.  We have met with members of one community, and they are close to taking 

the next step.  I know there is not much perceived incentive to becoming a Firewise 

community at this time with all of the Insurance issues our community faces, however 

by going through the steps to become a Firewise Community you are making you home 

and property and community that much safer.  It is worth the time and effort and when 

the insurance mess gets settled you will be one step ahead of everyone else. 

▪ Address signs: We received over 30 requests for address signs between December and 

February.  Please remember and keep your eye out for an email from 

mailto:cathy@theccp.org


programs@yubafiresafe.com alerting you your sign has been delivered to the location 

you indicated on your request form. 

▪ Yuba Water Agency has awarded YWPFSC a grant that will allow us to resume our 

Chipper Program.  There will be a new, easier way to schedule chipping at your 

residence.  We have purchased software that will take your reservation and send 

confirmation and reminder emails to you.  Look for more information to come in April. 

▪ The YWA grant is also allowing us to bring back our Defensible Space Cost Share 

program and Special Assistance program.  More information to come in April as well. 

o Board Report – Sean Griffis  
▪ Always looking for new Board Members, contact Allison if interested. 
▪ Creighton Avila will be stepping down from the board.  He has nominated a new 

member. 
▪ The Smartsville Fire Dept will help install address signs for those who can’t in their 

district. 
o Executive Director Report – Allison Thomson  

▪ We are seeking feedback on our council meeting schedule and whether we should keep 
the Zoom call-in option. Please fill out this survey to let us know your thoughts. 

▪ We’ve recently hired two new employees: Dewaina Edens as our new Accounting 
Manager, and Daniella Ortizharo as our new Outreach Coordinator. Welcome! 

▪ Fuel reduction projects: 

o Stevens Fund Fuelbreaks are continuing to be implemented, largely on the 

Brownsville-Oregon House Fuelbreak. Thank you to our landowner partners 

who are doing great work on these fuelbreak projects.  

o Roadside Fuel Reduction in Dobbins/Oregon House: Our forester has been 

working hard to get all the final ducks in order and they expect implementation 

to begin within the next few weeks or so, depending on weather. Anyone whose 

property is within the project area and you signed a Right of Entry agreement to 

be part of the project, you will be notified the week prior to work occurring on 

your property. Any questions, you can reach out to our foresters on the project: 

yubahfr@masonbruce.com and 530-786-0650. 

▪ We hired a contractor to lead the CWPP update process: Deer Creek Resources out of 

Chico, they are the same firm who completed the original 2014 CWPP, so they’re 

familiar with the area and the project, and yet they also have some new technologies 

that weren’t available back then. Sandie will be coordinating the moving pieces of this 

project going forward. 

▪ Upcoming grant funding: 

• Finalizing agreements with Sierra Nevada Conservancy for the Regional Forest 

and Fire Capacity Program, which will support internal Fire Safe Council 

capacity. 

• Finalizing paperwork with BLM to fund additional outreach capacity. 

 
The next council meeting will be May 8, 9:30am at the Alcouffe Center and on Zoom. 

 

mailto:programs@yubafiresafe.com
https://airtable.com/appsCRZTpVoD8nL7X/shrncfRqBCsTDkSPP
mailto:yubahfr@masonbruce.com

