
 
 
 

Council Meeting Minutes  
Wednesday, May 8, 2024   9:30am 

  

Alcouffe Community Center (9185 Marysville Road, Oregon House, CA 95962) 
 

 

▪ In attendance:  DJ Baker, Jon Messick, Chris McCandless, Charles Sharp, Amanda O’Connell, David 
Morgan, Oscar Marin, Bill High, Curtis Canfield, Allison Thomson, Dewaina Edens, Lora Miller, Rani 
Isaac, JoAnna Lessard, Keri Rinne, Tracey Munson, Fallon Cox, Annie Topete, Scott Gharda, Cathy 
LeBlanc, Pam Cook, Gretchen Cupp, Sandie Huckins, Daniella Ortizharo, Beverly Cameron-Fildes, 
Gary Fildes, Nick Knipe, Lori & Ken Ackerman, Rodger Sadlow, Michael Gravelle, Jeremy Damon 

 
▪ Public Comment: 

o Citizen from Oregon House expressed concerns about World Fest Concert and actions for 
evacuation at Richards Ranch on Rice’s Crossing: Charles Sharp suggested talking to the Fire 
Chief Butler from Dobbins Fire; Jon Messick suggested talking to Yuba County Planning Dept; 
OES is currently working with the Sheriff’s office.  Teresa spoke about the fire danger in the area 
due to terrain and space and personnel. 

o Charles Sharp spoke about the difficulty of getting community members involved in activities 
such as Firewise the program. 

 
▪ Special Presentation: Community Wildfire Protection Plan 2024 Update; Deer Creek Resources 

o Deer Creek Resources is a mapping and planning company based out of Chico, California. They 

have extensive wildfire experience in the foothills of the Northern Sierra and developed the 

existing Yuba Foothills CWPP.  

o Deer Creek’s CWPP process consists of two major projects that will map where wildfire hazards 

present potential for catastrophic wildfire and where wildfire risk exists based on the locations 

of communities, assets, and resources—we’ll use the acronym HVRA, which stands for highly 

valued resources and assets. These two mapping projects will be developed with data from 

various sources including US Geological Survey LiDAR, National Agriculture Imagery Program, 

field surveys, Forest Service and CAL FIRE data, and community input.  

o Outputs from these two efforts will be used to identify the places where hazard and risk 

intersect. These high-hazard/high-risk locations become priorities for implementation of 

vegetation management projects, targeted outreach or code enforcement, and other key hazard 

mitigation activities. 

o CCP is helping with the marketing of the community meetings in each of the five fire districts 

with flyers in each of the communities.  These meetings are intended to collect information 

from the community about their community to help develop this Community Wildfire Protection 

Plan. 

o Schedule of community meetings: 
o Tuesday, June 4 @ 6:30pm – Foothill Fire District   

Ponderosa Community Center – 17103 Ponderosa Way, Brownsville 

o Wednesday, June 5 @ 6:30pm – Smartsville Fire Protection District  

Rose Bar School – 8229 Smartsville Road, Smartsville 



o Tuesday, June 11 @  6:30pm – Loma Rica/Browns Valley Fire District 

 Loma Rica Lions Club – 5667 Fruitland Rd. Loma Rica 

o Wednesday, June 12 @ 6:30pm – Dobbins/Oregon House Fire District 

Alcouffe Center – 9185 Marysville Rd. Oregon House 

o Thursday, June 13 @ 6:30pm – Camptonville Fire District 

 Camptonville Community Center – 15333 Cleveland Ave. Camptonville 

 
▪ Partner Reports:   

▪ USFS-Plumas National Forest – Amanda O’Connell 

• 126 acres of underburn accomplished last week. 

• 7 day a week staffing has just started.  Onboarding seasonal staff right now.  
Strawberry is stationed and staffed. 
 

▪ USFS-Tahoe National Forest – Chris McCandless 

• Trapper Stream Flow Enhancement – 1000 acres burned over the winter. 

• 2nd Phase of Trapper, 1200-acre footprint is starting up on Depot Hill. 

• Camp project from Pendola to 47 Rd, understory burn later in 2025.  Working on 
a new burn plan. 

• Mountain House Rd work will begin in the fall of 2024.  

• Awarded grant for critical access to Indian Valley for fuel reduction. 

• Logging mountain ridges as part of North Yuba Landscape projects. 

• Working on high country burning. 

• Onboarding seasonal staff. 
 

▪ CAL FIRE – Michael Gravelle 

• 4/22 began 1 engine staffing; 6/3 will begin 1 engine per station; Peak Staffing 
6/24 

• 2 Type I helicopters coming on in July out of Auburn and Type II from Truckee 

• Burning on Fish & Wildlife property in Daugherty section is done for the season. 
15 acres were completed. 

• The lookout will be staffed as needed for the season. 

 
▪ Board of Supervisors – Jon Messick 

• Yuba County Public Works’ roadside chipping work on Marysville Rd is 
continuing while still fire safe. 

 
▪ Yuba County Office of Emergency Services – Oscar Marin 

• Be Prepared Fair 5/16 5:00-7:30 Brownsville 

• Los Verjeles bridge closure and detour information will be available at the 
Prepare Fair. 

• Disaster 201 program is coming to Yuba Co. The system gives all updated 
emergency information to residents needed during and after a disaster. 

• Working on evacuation modeling and public interface dashboard.  
 

▪ Congressman Doug LaMalfa’s office – David Morgan 



• Fire Victims Trust Bill stalled in the Senate.  Contact your representative to push 
the bill forward. 

• Introduced HR7849 with Senator Thompson; Disaster Resiliency & Coverage Act 
24.  Gives homeowners in disaster prone regions tax credit to harden their 
homes. 

• Congressional Art Competition - Winner” Soaring Above Lake Oroville” visit 
lamalfa.house.gov to view. 
 

▪ Yuba County Resource Conservation District – DJ Baker 

• Cal Recycle Grant is still active – the grant is for clean-up and securing of farm 
and ranch property where illegal dumping is happening.  Participating 
properties will receive a game camera to monitor and junk will be picked up. 

• Developing outreach materials currently, targeting small acreage landowners. 

• YCRCD was recently awarded a 100-acre fuel reduction grant.  Big deal!  
$430,000.  This is RCD’s first big Fire Prevention & Forest Health grant.  Will 
leverage for grant match. 
 

▪ Camptonville Community Partnership – Cathy LeBlanc 

• The Forest Biomass Business Center will also host a community-scale sawmill. 

• Partnering with PG&E on a CAL FIRE grant for a pilot program with a carbonizer, 
which is a mobile bio-char unit. 

• Lora is helping with outreach for the YWPFSC CWPP efforts. 

• Things are moving forward on the Forest Biomass Business Center project.  
Target opening date is March of 2026. 

• Contact Cathy at:  cathy@theccp.org  with questions. 
 

▪ Siller Brothers – Nick Knipe 

• Completed 115 acres of Stevens Fund fuel break work in Dobbins and Oregon 
House. 

 

▪ YWP&FSC Reports:  
o Outreach-Education Committee –  

▪ Daniella and Beverly staffed a booth at the YES Charter Earth Day Fair on April 20th. 
Good turnout. Lots of people inquiring about Wildfire Mitigation Reviews and assorted 
other wildfire related items and Chipping and Cost Share programs. 

▪ Thank you to Tonio Hernandez for all his volunteer time cutting, banding and most 

recently branding the tow chain covers. His time has been a great gift to YWPFSC and 

we truly appreciate him. That said, we are in need of a volunteer who might have a 

bandsaw and would be willing to cut and zip tie the firehose for tow chain cover sets. 

Please contact Beverly at luvadragonfly@yahoo.com or Daniella at 

daniella@yubafiresafe.org if you are able to volunteer in that way. 

▪  We are out of uncut 1.5 inch fire hose (cotton jack or synthetic). If any of the fire station 

have discarded hose, let us know and we'll make arrangements to pick it up. Thank you. 

▪ Beginning work on the 2025 YWPFSC Calendar. Sent a request out to all the fire districts 

for photos. Also requesting photos from Foothill residents. Pictures of defensible space 

work (before and after), legal burn piles, safe recreation practices, and landscapes 

photos portraying the beauty of the Yuba Foothills. 

https://lamalfa.house.gov/services/art-competition
mailto:cathy@theccp.org
mailto:luvadragonfly@yahoo.com
mailto:daniella@yubafiresafe.org


▪ The OES Be Prepared Fair will once again be held at the Ponderosa Center, 17103 

Ponderosa Way, in Brownsville, on May 16th 5:00 to 7:30. 35 agencies will be 

represented with information on being prepared for wildfire. 

▪ The May issue of the Camptonville Courier featured Yuba Watershed Protection & Fire 

Safe Council's work and spotlighted National Wildfire Awareness Month. The issue is 

available to view online and includes several articles relating to wildfire awareness and 

being prepared. To view it go to courier.camptonville.net and click on "current issue". 

 

o Wildfire Mitigation Review Program – Gary Fildes 

▪ To participate in our residential programs such as Defensible Space Cost Share, 

Defensible Space Special Assistance Program and Firewise you need to have had a 

Wildfire Mitigation Review of your property. 

▪ Information about your property will not be sent to CAL FIRE, insurance agencies, etc.  

This information is for your knowledge to help you with defensible space work around 

your home. 

▪ Request have picked up quite a bit with 24 performed since mid-April and 14 more 

scheduled. 

o Firewise/Programs Report – Sandie Marotti-Huckins 
▪ Firewise: In April, we attended a meeting of over 20 community reps in Oregon House 

who are all working to put together Firewise Communities.  

•  3 communities are moving forward quickly: Moonshine Rd, in Camptonville, 

Concord Trail and Stackhouse Rd in Oregon House. 

▪ Chipper Program: New process this year: the Chipper Day online application and 

reservation system will help scheduling your chipping appointment much easier. Just 

visit Residential Chipper Program for more information and to schedule a chipping 

appointment. 

• Holding events in each of the 5 fire districts.  Will run for 1 week. 

o Loma Rica/Browns Valley 5/20-24, Smartsville 5/28-31, Oregon 

House/Dobbins 7/3-7, Brownsville 7/10-14, Camptonville 7/17-21 

▪ Address signs: We continue to make over 10 signs per month.  Please continue to 

order.  We will not be providing posts for the signs anymore; this will be the 

responsibility of the resident. 

▪ Defensible Space Cost Share program: rolled out 5/4. Click on highlighted link for more 

information. 

▪ Defensible Space Special Assistance Program: This program will serve our low income, 

elderly and disabled population.  We are currently finalizing the qualifications and 

documentation requirements for participating residents. Opening in early June, check 

your emails, social media and flyers at local businesses for information. 

o Executive Director Report – Allison Thomson  
▪ Brownsville and Oregon Ridge Fuelbreaks are about 85% complete. The Brownsville-

Oregon House Fuelbreak, the newer set of funding, is about 25% complete. Thank you 

to our landowner partners for doing such great work on these fuelbreak projects to 

protect our communities. 

https://yubafiresafe.org/residential-chipper-program/
https://yubafiresafe.org/defensible-space-cost-share-program/


▪ Roadside Fuel Reduction in Dobbins/Oregon House: Work started mid-March on Road 

270 on the east side of Collins Lake. 270 is now complete and they just moved out onto 

Marysville Road. Siller Brothers has also started on this project on their property along 

Frenchtown Road. The work will continue as long as possible into the summer, 

depending on fire weather conditions, with an anticipated end date of mid-2025. 

▪ United Policyholders is a nonprofit providing resources for consumers related to 
insurance (including wildfire insurance) and they work on advocacy in favor of 
policyholders. They’re asking for anyone who has or had insurance in California to take 
this survey about your experiences related to wildfire insurance, as this survey will help 
their work in advocating for a better system. Go to www.uphelp.org/CAhomesurvey to 
take the survey. 
 

▪ Upcoming grant funding:  

• Finalizing agreements with Sierra Nevada Conservancy for the Regional Forest 
and Fire Capacity Program, which will support internal Fire Safe Council 
capacity.  

• Finalizing paperwork with BLM to fund additional outreach capacity. 

• USFS Community Wildfire Defense Grant Round 2 application was not funded, 
which would have supported YWPFSC outreach efforts. 

 
▪ Once the SNC funding comes through, we will be hiring an Administrative Assistant. If 

you know anyone who could be a good fit and is interested in part-time work, about 20 
hours per week, based out of our Browns Valley office, they can reach out to Allison at 
allison@yubafiresafe.org or watch our email list for the job announcement within the 
next 1-2 months. 

 
The next council meeting will be June 12, 9:30am at the Alcouffe Center and on Zoom. 

 

www.uphelp.org/CAhomesurvey
mailto:allison@yubafiresafe.org

