
 
 
 

Council Meeting Minutes  
Wednesday, June 12, 2024   9:30am 

  

Alcouffe Community Center (9185 Marysville Road, Oregon House, CA 95962) 
 

 

▪ In attendance:  Jon Messick, Chris McCandless, David Morgan, Oscar Marin, Bill High, Curtis 
Canfield, Allison Thomson, Dewaina Edens, Rani Isaac, Keri Rinne, Fallon Cox, Gretchen Cupp, Sandie 
Huckins, Daniella Ortizharo, Beverly Cameron-Fildes, Gary Fildes, Jason Vermillion, Pat Stright, Patti 
Hindiyeh, Louise Miller, Chris Dallas, Elias Mendoza, Doug Bortz, Sean Griffis, Kate Gazzo, Carla Held, 
Nolan Hale 

 
▪ Public Comment: 

o Louise from YES Charter announced the school is ready to start 9th grade enrollment for Forestry and 
Natural Resources. 

o Rani suggested we have the Executive Director of Fair Plan to come and speak. 
o Kate from Bear-Yuba Land Trust announced that there will be a Sunday prescribed burn north of Bullard's 

Bar.  CAL FIRE will be present.  
 

 
▪ Partner Reports:   

• USFS-Plumas National Forest – Jason Vermillion 

• Seeing a Forest Service shift to more community protection and fuels reduction.  

• Feather River has a new Ranger Loren Everest.  He is a Yuba Co. resident.  Came 
to us from out of California but is getting up to speed.  

• 3 Battalions active.  2 engines staffed.  Hot shots Staffed.  Tower staffed.  

• Assisting CAL FIRE on local activity.  

• Challenge, Forbestown very active with prescribed fire.  Wildfire Crisis Strategy 
Fund 2,000 acres near Challenge thinned for timber sale and treat the biomass.  
 

 

▪ USFS-Tahoe National Forest – Chris McCandless 

• Trapper Streamflow Enhancement Project is still working hand cut and hand 
pile.  

• Mastication 1400-acre 1st and 2nd Trapper starting soon. 

• Indian Valley 57 acres completed.  Federally funded.  140 acres total  

• Mastication Pendola w/ Tahoe Hot Shots starting next week  

• Prepping for underburn in fall with fire breaks   

• Timber shop logging operation with timber from the Alaska Peak Harvest is 
active. 

• Mountain House Rd project still out for bid.  

• Completed all onboarding for resources: 9 engines, 3 Hot Shot Crews. 

• Saddleback lookout is up and running with Tony Kelsey staffing.  
 

 



• CAL FIRE – Nolen Hale 
o All stations are staffed with 1 engine.  Fully staffed by 24th.  Fixed wing out of 

Grass Valley, Type II in Auburn, Night capable copter out of Truckee  
• Board of Supervisors – Jon Messick 

o The Sheriffs Dept Marijuana Task Force has been very active.  
• Yuba County Office of Emergency Services – Oscar Marin 

o Working on evacuation modeling and public interface dashboard. Upcoming 
programs: evacuating platform for public called Lateras AI will allow residents to 
put in their address and situation such as evacuating animals, trailer etc., and 
will give them the time it will take to evacuate. 

o Renewed contract with YWPFSC giving the Fire Safe Council more $$ for their 
efforts  

o Conversation about communication when there is no power or landline 
communication.  Planned outages will have a generator to run power for 
landline communication.    

o YSARC ham radio or scanner are other options.  Neighborhood coordination like a bell or 

airhorn.   
▪ 1st Congressional District – David Morgan 

o Fire Victims Trust Bill HR5863 passed included in that HR4970, passed through 
house.  

o Farm Bill passed through the House.  Highlights of the bill include Forest 
Management and Reducing Wildfire Risk. 

o Had a vote in favor of Fiscal year 25 Military Construction and Veterans Affairs 
bill.  It will include new construction at Beale AF Base and fully funds Veteran's 
health benefits. 

▪ Yuba County Resource Conservation District – Gary Fildes 
o YCRCD was recently awarded a grant to create 100 acres of defensible space on 

small parcels in the Yubs Foothills. 
o New Board member Charles Sharp 

▪ Sierra Nevada Conservancy – Chris Dallas   
• Funding is uncertain at this point due to State Budget issues.  Potential bond 

money for grants.  
• Grant with CCP is the only active grant in Yuba County.  Funding package is still 

in works for the generator for the biomass plant.  
 
 

 

▪ YWP&FSC Reports:  
o Outreach-Education Committee –  

• Finalized Outreach schedule for 2024 summer. Still want any ideas from the community 
on new events. We will be up in Camptonville and Loma Rica markets this year and 
continuing Brownsville and dobbins. at larger events like Mountain and Camptonville 
Country Fair  

• Red Flag Day check-in with all locations will be happening this week.   

• Getting reflective signs at the fire department thrift picked up.  

• Tow chain covers: We have a new volunteer! Begin efforts to keep pick up locations 
stocked for the recreation season.  



• YES Charter fire mitigation review and use of the community outreach work trailer Aug 
with 9th grade forestry students  

• Beverly article fire mitigation reviews thank you SIGN UP FOR YOURS NOW BE ABLE TO 
USE COST SHARE.  

• Supporting the Community Wildfire Protection Plan meetings group with online 
outreach flyers and physically going out to the community boards and postering.  

• Chipper Program continuing to encourage people to sign up for the last events in 
Brownsville this week and Camptonville next week.  

• Spoke to OES to talk code red and know your zone. We will be focusing on getting as 
many people in the community to sign up for both. QR/ Magnets  

• Questions about PG&E programs call 18007435000  
 

o Firewise/Programs Report – Sandie Marotti-Huckins 

• Firewise: Interest in the program is peaking as we move into fire season. 

o  Stackhouse Ln in Oregon House is ready to submit their application. 

o Contact Sandie for information on how to become a Firewise USA community.  

sandie@yubafiresafe.org. 

• Chipper Program: New software is working well. 

o Completed event in 3 of the 5 fire districts. 

o Opening up reservations for the next two weeks in all 5 districts, just visit 

Residential Chipper Program for more information and to schedule a chipping 

appointment. 

o We will have another round of events again in a few months. 

• Address signs: We will be making calls to all residents who have not picked up their 

signs. 

• Community Wildfire Protection Plan 

o To share your concerns about you community please take part in this SURVEY 

and DATA COLLECTION. 

• Defensible Space Cost Share program: 

o Residents are taking advantage of the program. Remember, you will need a 

Mitigation Review to be eligible for Cost Share Programs. 

• Defensible Space Special Assistance Program: On its way. 

o Executive Director Report – Allison Thomson   

• Fuel reduction projects: 

o Stevens Fund Fuelbreaks:  

▪ Brownsville and Oregon Ridge Fuelbreaks ~630 acres complete (~91%) 

▪ Brownsville-Oregon House Fuelbreak ~200 acres complete and counting 

(~61%) 

 

o Roadside Fuel Reduction in Dobbins/Oregon House: a lot of work has been 

going on along Frenchtown Road. They will continue working into the summer 

as long as conditions are safe to do so, but will be shutting down on high fire 

hazard days. 

mailto:sandie@yubafiresafe.org
https://yubafiresafe.org/residential-chipper-program/
https://arcg.is/bavHb0
https://arcg.is/19GeTD1
https://yubafiresafe.org/defensible-space-cost-share-program/
https://yubafiresafe.org/wildfire-mitigation-review-program/


• United Policyholders is asking for anyone who has or had insurance in California to take 
a survey about your experiences related to wildfire insurance, as it will help their work 
in advocating for a better system. Go to www.uphelp.org/CAhomesurvey to take the 
survey. 

o They run the survey every year - Yuba County had 7 responses in 2023. Let’s 
increase that number to get Yuba County more represented in state-level data. 
In comparison Butte County had 113 responses, Amador had 319 in 2023. 
 

• Upcoming grant funding:  
o We were awarded a $71,000 grant from PG&E to further support the chipping 

program. 

o Finalizing agreement with Sierra Nevada Conservancy for the Regional Forest 
and Fire Capacity Program, which will support internal Fire Safe Council 
capacity.  

o Finalizing paperwork with BLM to fund additional outreach capacity. 
o We will soon be piloting an internship program with Yuba College. If any of our 

partners is interested in hosting a summer intern for a few days, for a small 
project or a job shadow, talk to Allison: allison@yubafiresafe.org 

 

• Once the SNC funding comes through, we will be hiring an Administrative Assistant. If 
you know anyone who could be a good fit and is interested in part-time work, about 20 
hours per week, based out of our Browns Valley office, they can reach out to Allison at 
allison@yubafiresafe.org or watch our email list for the job announcement within the 
next 1-2 months. 

 
The next council meeting will be July 10, 9:30am at the Alcouffe Center and on Zoom. 
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