YUBA WATERSHED
//// PROTECTION &
77/ FIRE COUNCIL

Council Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, July 10, 2024 9:30am

Alcouffe Community Center (9185 Marysville Road, Oregon House, CA 95962)

e In Attendance: Joanna Lessard, Rani Issac, Doug Bortz, Kathleen Harris, Fallon Cox, Tommy Carrol,
Tracey Munson, Sandie Huckins, Allison Thomson, Daniella Ortizharo, Pam Cook, Justin Hartman,
Gary Fildes, DJ Baker, Brad Roman, Alfred Calmanato, Christina Larine, Patrick Streight, Henry
Knapp, Curtis Canfield, Jason Vermillion, David Morgan, Teresa Royat

e Public Comment
o Henry Knapp: Potential new and more traffic due to Yuba Water Agency new building especially Rices

Crossing and Marysville Rd. Suggested more signage.

e Special Presentation: Battalion Chief Justin Hartman

o

Daugherty Hill property: 100 piles burned to date. Has created great fuel reduction for
Regent Wy, Winding Wy and Emerald areas. CAL Fire is working with and supporting
California Fish and Wildlife with this project.

Donovan Tract also on Marysville Rd, 50 piles were burned with more to come after burn
ban is over. Creating more piles throughout the year.

Washington Ridge: Continuing to create piles for burning until the end of the year.
Brownsville-Oregon House Fuel Break: Large paths of mastication were created which will
be very helpful in the future to slow down the speed/spread of fire and support the air and
ground attack to stop fires from spreading.

Outlook for this fire season: Not going to use the “W” word, but it has been hot for many
days which increases the danger. Not predicting anything now, however it is always
possible. We have been doing a good job in the Yuba Foothills over the last few years with
fuel reduction, which is helpful.

e Partner Reports:
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USFS-Plumas National Forest — Jason Vermillion

e The focus of the Plumas since 2017 has been community protection.

e Burning has been completed for a while now.

e Work in Challenge and Forbestown is winding down. About 3,000 acres have been
thinned. Chips are going to a co-generation plant for energy.

e Have up to 5 federal engines that can be staffed.

o 2 federal trucks staffed currently due to staffing problems. 3 patrols and Pike County
Lookout staffed 7 days a week, serves Plumas and Tahoe National Forests.

e Hot Shots crew and dozer are staffed.

Yuba Water Agency - Joanna Lessard

e 2 current grants: Yuba Foothills Healthy Forest Grant which encompasses 5,400 acres
and in its final year. Getting ready to move on to the New Bullard's Bar Project which is
about 4,000 acres.

e CEQA document for the New Bullard's Bar Project is currently in draft form, expected to
be finalized in the coming months.

e YWA Grant Program; $10 million dollars per year awarded for projects in Yuba County.
Moving to a single open period in the winter for awarding of grant funds.



YWA Memo
Reach out to Joanna if you have any questions about or ideas for a grant.

Jlessard@yubawater.org

o 1%t Congressional District - David Morgan

Led effort to block the Biden Administrations Top-Down Forestry Plan, stating that
regional voices should be heard in terms of forest fuels reduction.

HR8790, Fix Our Forest Act, passed out of the House. This is included in the Farm Bill.
Attended Thompson Fire update.

Recognizing 3 US Service Academy attendees from Yuba County. 2 will be attending the
Air Force Academy and 1 the Naval Academy.

o Yuba County Resource Conservation District — DJ Baker

Reminder that they were awarded a grant from the California Association of RCDs & CAL
FIRE which will treat 100 acres.

Working on Community Outreach Campaign

Looking for 1 more Board Member

Still waiting for funding from the Inflation Reduction Act Grant.

= Camptonville Community Partnership

Partnered with YWPFSC and Deer Creek to organize and facilitate CWPP community
meetings.

All CWPP community meetings were completed in June and were well attended and
very informative.

e YWP&FSC Reports:
o Outreach-Education Committee — Daniella Ortizharo/Beverly Cameron-Fildes
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Continued participation at the community events and farmers markets getting more
people to sign up for mitigation reviews.

The tow chain cover program is in full swing getting all past locations stocked. Making a
holder for the launch ramp locations that is not as tempting to steal, and keeping it
stocked.

Working with Alex from Yuba Water on having the camp hosts at Bullard's Bar give every
trailer that stays a pair.

Designing an insert for the tow chain covers that provides safe recreation information to
people coming into the foothills who may not be aware of some safer practices.
Spreading safe fuels reduction information to the community.

Starting a more involved social media strategy to try and reach more people within the
community and be able to spread more information effectively. Our goal is for hopefully
everyone in our community to be aware of the programs available to them.

The Red flag program is in effect; we are ordering more flags for locations that do not
have them up.

Volunteers needed: an email will be coming out looking for mitigation review trainees
and volunteers willing to host and participate in community workdays

o Wildfire Mitigation Reviews — Gary Fildes

O

86 reviews to date this year.


https://yubafiresafe.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/NewTeamSite/ERfLWg1pHilAv1T7et7YiigBcsYpdTFW-_0LdGnm_nijXg?e=1nsH3V

o

We currently have three reviewers but need more volunteers to support the growing
interest.

Firewise & Residential Programs Report — Sandie Marotti-Huckins

o

Firewise
e Interest in the program is peaking as we move into fire season.
e Currently we have 8 communities working towards becoming a Firewise USA
community.
e Contact Sandie for information on how to become a Firewise USA community.
sandie@yubafiresafe.org.
Chipper Program
e The first round of chipping is complete.
e We will have another round of chipping events again in a few months.
Address signs
e For signs ordered after June 23 your signs will be done and delivered by the end
of July. Keep an eye out for an email.
Community Wildfire Protection Plan
e We need your input! To share your concerns and ideas about wildfire
preparedness in your community, please take part in this SURVEY and DATA
COLLECTION by August 31
Defensible Space Cost Share program
e Many residents are participating in the program, earning up to $2,000
reimbursement for defensible space work at their homes. Remember, you will
need a Mitigation Review to be eligible for Cost Share Programs.
Defensible Space Special Assistance Program
e This program is intended to help Low-Income Seniors and Low-Income Disabled
residents of the Yuba County Foothills with Defensible Space activities in the 0O-
100’ zone.
e Applications will be available online on our website and in paper form at our
office.
e Stay tuned for an announcement about the date the program will start.
More information and applications for all these programs can be found at

www.yubafiresafe.org

Board Report — Patrick Streight

@)
O

Allison and her team are doing a great job!
Looking for employees and volunteers.

Executive Director Report — Allison Thomson

o

Fuel reduction projects are all mostly shut down for the summer due to fire weather
conditions.

Two new grants secured: 1) BLM for community outreach and 2) Sierra Nevada
Conservancy for capacity building


mailto:sandie@yubafiresafe.org
https://arcg.is/bavHb0
https://arcg.is/19GeTD1
https://arcg.is/19GeTD1
https://yubafiresafe.org/defensible-space-cost-share-program/
https://yubafiresafe.org/wildfire-mitigation-review-program/

e One of the new grants will fund the design and installation of road signs. Ideas
and locations for these road signs are welcome. Email info@yubafiresafe.org to
share your ideas.

e WEe'll be hiring an Administrative Assistant very soon. Keep an eye out for
notices of the job posting.

o We have a summer intern from Yuba College! He is currently working on the issue of
Scotch broom in the area — looking into resources and identifying gaps in addressing it
locally. If you have any information or areas of concern related to Scotch broom, reach
out to info@yubafiresafe.org

o Take the 2024 California Home Insurance Survey by United Policyholders:
www.uphelp.org/CAhomesurvey

The next council meeting will be August 14, 9:30am at the Alcouffe Center and on Zoom.
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