
   

 

   

 

 
 
 

Council Meeting Minutes 
Wednesday, October 9, 2024  9:30am 

  

Alcouffe Community Center (9185 Marysville Road, Oregon House, CA 95962) 
 

• In Attendance:  Rani Isaac, Douglas Bortz, Sandie Huckins, Allison Thomson, Daniella Ortizharo, DJ 
Baker, Curtis Canfield, Elias Mendoza, Beverly Cameron-Fildes, Joe King, Keri Rinne, Gretchen Cupp, 
Virginia Fujioka, Rosemary Jenkins, Fallon Cox, Chris Dallas, Gabe Pannell, Jon Messick, Scott Gharda, 
Pam Cook, Linda Jeffords 
 

• Today is the 7th anniversary of the start of the Cascade Fire. The group held a moment of silence for 
our family , friends, and neighbors impacted by the fire. 
 

• Public comment:  
o Jon Messick asked about the Rd 270 clearing.  Work was shut down due to dry weather.  The 

forester said they will start as soon as it is fire safe.  Asked about the miles of road cleared last 
year.  Allison commented that the contractor said the project would be complete by June 2025. 

o Curtis Canfield recounted his experience of losing his home in the Cascade Fire.  Also spoke 
about how far the community has come since that time and thanked everyone. 
 

• Special Presentation:  Keri Rinne, Yuba Forest Business Alliance 
o Yuba Forest Business Alliance provides technical assistance and workshops and hosts peer-

learning networks to support local and regional forest management capacity. We work 

statewide with applicants to CAL FIRE's Business and Workforce Development Program, Tribal 

Wildfire Resilience Program, and the Forest Service’s Wood Innovations Grant Program. In Yuba 

County, we are also working to facilitate partnerships between entities and help prepare groups 

to pursue grant funding. 

o We are preparing an overview of the status of Yuba Foothills forest management to share with 

our funders. We are hoping to gain insights from an array of organizations, agencies, and other 

entities regarding forest management capacity within the region.  

o We created a SWOT survey, which takes about 3 minutes to complete and is designed to help us 

better understand and communicate the forest management-related strengths, opportunities, 

weaknesses, and threats.  

• Partner Reports:  
o USFS-Plumas National Forest – Jason Vermillion 

• Very busy summer with resources out supporting local and regional fires. 

• Planning on conducting a large amount of prescribed fire during the fall and the winter. 
 

o Board of Supervisors – Jon Messick 

• The Board of supervisors approved a grant for the study on developing an Early Warning 
Siren system in the foothills.  This will be conducted by the Planning Department. 

• Supervisor Messick is working with residents of Regent Way and roads that access off 
that CSA.  Planning Department is gathering all the parcels and Jon with others will be 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/GL28PY5


   

 

   

 

working to get them to become a Firewise community.  They will then write for grant 
money to widen Regent Way and masticate brush on parcels in that community.  Hoping 
to make this an example community that can be replicated. 
 

o Yuba County Office of Emergency Services – Elias Mendoza 

• Fall Prepare Fair October 10, tomorrow in Linda.  Focus of the event is flood prevention 
and awareness. 

 

o Yuba County Resource Conservation District – DJ Baker 

• Climate Action Day, October 26 – Volunteer fuel reduction work in the Yuba Foothills.  
Partnering with SAYLove, Keep California Beautiful and Keep America Beautiful and 
YWPFSC. Meeting at Collins Lake at 8:30am. Working until noon and having a lunch.  

• Exploring creating a Prescribed Burn unit in Yuba County. 

• We have received a grant to treat acreage outside of the defensible space.  Regent Way 
is one of our key areas. Working with Supervisor Messick on this. 

• Volunteer for October 26 event.  Contact: dbaker.ycrcd.info@gmail.com  
 

• Camptonville Community Partnership – Jon Messick 

• $7 million grant received from Yuba Water agency.  YWA also loaned $7.7 million.   

• Breaking ground in the spring on the Forest Biomass Business Center. 
 

• YWPFSC Reports:  
o Outreach-Education Committee – Daniella Ortizharo/Beverly Cameron-Fildes 

o Collaborating on a climate action workday project with RCD and SAYLove along with the 

help of Keep America Beautiful.  Completing work on the tool trailer to make it more 

useable for community workdays. 

o Fall round table planning for next month. We are preparing our outreach material for 

that event. 

o Continuing to work on promoting the second round of chipping. 

o Daniella participated in a grant writing class from the Sierra Nevada Conservancy. 

o Refilling the tow chain cover spots often recently, would love volunteers to help cut the 

covers. 

o Roadside banners project with Sandie have been designed and are about to be ordered. 

o Daniella announced she will be leaving the Fire Safe Council. She is grateful for her time 

here and proud of all the work that we have accomplished together. 

o Wildfire Mitigation Reviews – Gary Fildes 
o 100 reviews done so far this year. 
o 20 to do in the next month. 

 
o Firewise & Residential Programs Report – Sandie Marotti-Huckins 

o Firewise 

• Westwood Trail of Oregon House has completed their application and is 
awaiting accreditation.  

• Contact Sandie for information on how to become a Firewise USA community.  

sandie@yubafiresafe.org.  
o Chipper Program. 

mailto:dbaker.ycrcd.info@gmail.com
mailto:sandie@yubafiresafe.org


   

 

   

 

• The online reservation system is now open.  We are postponing starting for a 
week due to dry conditions.  You will receive a call from the contractor when we 
are ready to schedule.  Visit: Residential Chipper Program to sign up for 3 hours 
of free chipping at your residence. 

• This program can be used not only as a single resident but also as a 
community.  Contact Sandie for details. 

o Defensible Space Cost Share Program 
• 50% reimbursement up to $2000 for defensible space activities within the 100 ft 

zone of your home. 

• Remember, you will need a Mitigation Review to be eligible for Cost Share 
Programs.  

o Board President Report: Patrick Straight 

o Everything is good fiscally. 

o Applauded the YWPFSC staff and volunteers for the work they do. 

 
o Executive Director Report – Allison Thomson  

o Fuel reduction projects are still all on standby with the current heat and lack of moisture 
o We are still working on hiring an Administrative Assistant. We are very close, and hope 

to have the new person on board in the very near future. 

o As part of our capacity-building efforts funded by Sierra Nevada Conservancy’s Regional 

Forest and Fire Capacity Program, we will be engaging our partners and other 

stakeholders through one-on-one interviews, focus groups, and a survey starting in 

January/February. Since we won’t be having another council meeting until January, be 

on the lookout for more information about the project. Your participation and input will 

be incredibly beneficial to the Fire Safe Council as an organization and as a group of 

partners meeting here and working together. 

 
 

The next council meeting will be January 8, 2025 @ 9:30am at the Alcouffe Center and on Zoom. 
 
 
 

https://yubafiresafe.org/residential-chipper-program/
https://yubafiresafe.org/defensible-space-cost-share-program/
https://yubafiresafe.org/wildfire-mitigation-review-program/

