
   

 

   

 

 
 
 

Council Meeting Minutes 
Wednesday, August 14, 2024  9:30am 

  

Alcouffe Community Center (9185 Marysville Road, Oregon House, CA 95962) 
 

• In Attendance:  Linda Jeffords, Cathy LeBlanc, Charles Sharp, Chris McCandless, Sandie Huckins, 
Daniella Ortizharo, Pam Cook, Gary Fildes, Patrick Straight, Curtis Canfield, Jody Deaderick, Shirley 
Dickard, Fallon Cox, Gretchen Cupp, Mikey Chezick, Joanna Lessard, Amanda Beardsley, Rani Isaac, 
Gabe Pannell 
 

• Public Comment:   

• Charles Sharp spoke about his involvement in and his encouraging residents to participate in the 
Firewise USA program.  He believes that the YWPFSC should be doing more and should employ 
someone full-time to take over the paperwork and activities involved in becoming a recognized 
community.  Suggested we look to YWA for grant money to fund this position and process. 

• Gabe Pannell wanted to let everyone know about the upcoming Food and Water Festival 
September 28th at the Alcouffe Center and September 29th at YES Charter Academy. 

• Cathy LeBlanc let everyone know about the Firewise meeting in Camptonville on August 31st. 
 

• Partner Reports:   
o USFS-Tahoe National Forest – Chris McCandless 

• Working on a Supplemental Information Report for the Camp Environmental 
Assessment.  This project is converting 1000 acres of dozer piles to be ready for 
mastication. 

• Trapper Stream Flow Enhancement mastication is starting today. 

• The federally funded Indian Valley project has been awarded additional money for 
clearing. 

 
o CAL FIRE – Mikey Chezick 

• CAL FIRE has been very active supporting out of area fires with 3 strike team engines 
and 3 crews out. 
 

o Yuba Water Agency – Joanna Lessard 

• New Bullards Bar Project – CEQA is in consultation with CDFW and Fish & Wildlife.  
Hoping it will be completed in a month or so. 

• Joanna will be speaking on September 29th at the Food and water Festival about 
Watershed Resilience. 

 

o Yuba County Resource Conservation District – Gary Fildes 

• RCD has received a grant for defensible space work outside the 100ft zone. 
 

o Camptonville Community Partnership – Cathy LeBlanc 

• CCP has been awarded the grant funding and financing needed to begin work on the 
Forest Biomass Business Center.  



   

 

   

 

• This project began over a decade ago here at a fire safe council meeting. 

• Yuba Water Agency, California Energy Commission, and Sierra Nevada Conservancy have 
been crucial in funding the project. 

• Thank you to all who have pushed this project into reality. 
 

 

• YWP&FSC Reports:  

• Outreach-Education Committee – Daniella Ortizharo 
o We are still looking for photos of safe recreational activities. Maybe someone with tow 

chain covers on their personal vehicle instead of the one that we keep using. 

o Also, beautiful photos of the Yuba County Foothills...especially a nice one(s) that might 

be good front and back cover shots...can include any good pictures of fire on the 

landscape...or a big smoke column. 

o Tow chain covers are available at our local lakes. Visit our website yubafiresafe.org for 

more details.  Looking for other places to put them if anyone has ideas. 

o We are consistently participating in our local markets and community events, with a 

steady stream of sign-ups for our programs. If we missed your event this year, reach out 

so we get you on the calendar for next year. 

 

• Wildfire Mitigation Reviews – Gary Fildes 
o 110 reviews to date this year, 37 since last meeting.  
o We are currently looking for more volunteer advisors. You can pick your area to work in. 
o Remember, a Wildfire Mitigation review is necessary to participate in any of our 

community programs such as Defensible Space Cost Share and Defensible Space Special 
Assistance Program. 
 

• Firewise & Residential Programs Report – Sandie Marotti-Huckins 
o Firewise 

• Currently we have 12 communities working towards becoming a Firewise USA 

community. 

• Contact Sandie for information on how to become a Firewise USA community.  

sandie@yubafiresafe.org.  
o Chipper Program 

• We will have another round of chipping events coming up. Look for upcoming 

dates and information. 
o Community Wildfire Protection Plan  

• We need your input! To share your concerns and ideas about wildfire 

preparedness in your community, please take part in this SURVEY and DATA 

COLLECTION by August 31 
o Defensible Space Cost Share program 

• 6 residents so far have participated in the program, earning up to $2,000 

reimbursement for defensible space work at their homes. Remember, you will 

need a Mitigation Review to be eligible for Cost Share Programs.  
o Defensible Space Special Assistance Program 

• We are two weeks into the program with 4 residents that have applied. 

mailto:sandie@yubafiresafe.org
https://arcg.is/bavHb0
https://arcg.is/19GeTD1
https://arcg.is/19GeTD1
https://yubafiresafe.org/defensible-space-cost-share-program/
https://yubafiresafe.org/wildfire-mitigation-review-program/


   

 

   

 

• This program is intended to help Low-Income Seniors and Low-Income Disabled 

residents of the Yuba County Foothills with Defensible Space activities in the 0-

100’ zone.   

• Applications will be available online on our website and in paper form at our 

office.  

• If you feel you may be qualified or close to meeting the qualifications of the 

program, please apply.  Applications are being looked at case by case.  We will 

look at special circumstances. 

o Keep your eye out for information about new Community Meetings coming to your fire 

district. 
 

• Board Report – Patrick Streight 
o The Board is here supporting the efforts of the council and the residents of the foothills 

and encouraging all their desires and dreams. 
 

• Executive Director Report – Allison Thomson  
o Fuel reduction projects are still on hold due to weather, they will likely start up again as 

soon as the weather cools. 
o We received a $15,000 grant from California Fire Foundation to support additional 

outreach. 
o We’ll be hiring an Administrative Assistant.  Applications are due August 23, more info 

on our website under the “Our Team” page. 
o The Forest Business Alliance is hosting a Wood Business Development & Funding 

Resources workshop tomorrow August 15th. Which will provide an overview of 
resources for businesses beyond grants, such as tax credits, payroll, training, and more. 

 
The next council meeting will be September 11, 9:30am at the Alcouffe Center and on Zoom. 

 
 
 


