
 
 
 

Council Meeting Minutes  
Wednesday, January 8th 2025 9:30am 

 Alcouffe Community Center (9185 Marysville Road, Oregon House, CA 95962) 

 
Welcome 

o Executive Director, Allison Thomson discussed the use of new technology for meetings, including 
microphones for better audio. 

o Introduced Kaci Deiser, the new Administrative Assistant, who will help with organization and meeting 
minutes. Kaci shared that if anyone is not getting communications from YWPFSC to please reach out: 
info@yubafiresafe.org. 

o Various community members, volunteers and partners introduced themselves, sharing their affiliations 
and roles. 

 
Special Presentation: Regional Forest and Fire Capacity Program (RFFCP) Collaboration and Strategic Process Overview  
 

o Amy Stork and Allison Handler introduced themselves as consultants assisting with the organization's 
collaboration and strategic planning efforts.  

o Amy Stork outlined the components of a collaboration charter, highlighting the significance of 
establishing a shared vision and clear roles among Fire Safe Council members. She mentioned the 
upcoming phases of the planning process, including background research and a partner retreat scheduled 
for March 6th, where agency and organization participants will collaboratively discuss their shared 
purpose and responsibilities. 

o Amy Stork opened the floor for questions, while also addressing the function of the steering committee, 
which consists of members from both the 501c3 and the fire safe council. Attendees were asked to 
formulate a question they wish to have answered during the process. Feedback included improving 
communication efforts and interest in the project planning and implementation process. 

o Stork invited attendees to submit additional questions or thoughts by the upcoming Monday, ensuring 
their feedback would be considered. A strategic planning retreat will occur in April for YWPFSC board and 
staff.  

Partner Reports:   
o USFS-Plumas National Forest  

 Jason Vermillion - Discussed the current focus on prescribed fire projects and the need for 
favorable weather conditions to manage large biomass piles. He noted significant progress in 
restoration efforts, particularly in the Camp Fire footprint, and mentioned successful thinning 
projects completed over the summer. Jason also expressed hope for additional federal funding 
for upcoming projects. 

o USFS-Tahoe National Forest 
 Chris McCandless – Discussed the progress report on the Trapper Streamflow Enhancement 

project, which has completed hand-cutting piles on 1,200 acres. The Trapper pack is nearly 
finished and has been sent out to bid, with 300 acres of burning completed. Currently awaiting 
precipitation to burn the piles. Resources are being sent to Southern California for additional 
support. Chris also shared that this will be his last meeting as he has accepted a position with DFG 
on the East Coast.  

 Rita Clipperton - Provided an update on the Planning Area 2 Landscape Resilience Project. A draft 
decision is nearly ready for public comment, with two public meetings scheduled in Camptonville 
and one in North San Juan at the end of January or early February. 



o CAL FIRE  
 Sean Entz – End of fire season was November 17th. Smartsville and Camptonville stations remain 

open and staffed. Working on Daughtery Hill Fish and Wildlife project. Deployed resources to fire 
in Southern California.  

o Board of Supervisors – Jon Messick 
 Inquired about programs for larger parcels. Currently, there is no program available, and the RCD 

does not have one either. 
 Asked about roadside clearing and whether people can still sign up. We are starting a waitlist, but 

additional funding is needed. 
 Suggested utilizing county resources to identify absentee-owned parcels and obtain permission 

to treat these properties. Contact Jon if you'd like to add neighbors to the list. 
o Yuba County Office of Emergency Services  

 No report 
o Yuba Water Agency  

 Douglas Bortz - Provided an update on the Yuba Foothills Forest Health Grant implementation, 
which is nearly complete. Final invoicing and reporting are currently in progress. 

o 1st Congressional District  
 David Morgan - HR5863 has been signed into law, making wildlife relief payments no longer 

taxable income. Affected individuals can now file amended returns, and the office is available to 
assist. An estimated $511 million is expected to be returned to victims. Additionally, the Torch 
Act and Healthy Forests initiatives are moving forward. 

o Yuba County Resource Conservation District  
 DJ Baker - Community Climate Action Day at YES Charter Academy was a success, with fuel 

reduction work completed on adjacent property that was recently purchased by the school. The 
event saw a great turnout of 46 volunteers, and there are plans for another in the spring. 

 Applications for the Yuba County Landowner Assistance Program, which helps with fuel reduction 
on small properties (3-4 acres), are nearly complete.  

 A discussion also took place about planning future community workdays 
o Camptonville Community Partnership  

 Jon Messick shared that Camptonville Community Partnership has broken ground on the Forest 
Biomass Facility.  

o UC Extension  
 Ricky Satomi announced that UC has recently hired Andrea Warner as the new Livestock Advisor. 

They discussed upcoming prescribed grazing projects and training opportunities scheduled for 
the spring. 

Public Comment  
o Jon Messick explained that if there are properties not being properly maintained or if there is suspicious 

activity, individuals should contact the Sheriff's Department. 
o Asked about the standing of the current MOU, Executive Director Allison confirmed that while there was 

one put in place in 1998, it has since expired. 
 

YWP&FSC Reports:  
o Outreach-Education Committee – Beverly Cameron-Fildes 

 The calendars are slightly delayed but should be ready in the next couple of weeks. We will 
provide an update on where to pick them up once they arrive. The calendars feature monthly tips 
and local community photos. If you have photos for the 2026 calendar, please submit them 
through the website. 

 We’re looking for more volunteers.  
 Tow chain covers are available—please visit the website for pickup locations. 

o Wildfire Mitigation Review – Gary Fildes 
 We’re in need of more mitigation volunteers. If interested, please contact Gary Fildes.  
 A total of 135 Mitigation reviews have been completed in 2024. 

o Firewise/Programs Report – Sandie Marotti-Huckins 



 PG&E Grant-  
• Utilized grant funds for free chipping services and to support the Defensible Space 

Special Assistance Program (DSSAP) 
• Chipper program – 45 residents, 120 hours of chipping - $24k in work 
• DSSAP – 8 residents $36,700 in defensible space fuel reduction work, 12 more 

applications in progress 
• Grant closed 12/31/24. 

 Reflective Address Signs 
• Campaign in February to increase ordering. 

 Defensible Space Cost Share Program 
• 20 applications for over $24,000 in reimbursement since May of 2024 
• Program is still active in 2025. 

 Firewise Communities 
• Moonshine Rd, Camptonville, and Regent Way, Oregon House have submitted their 

applications to NFPA and are close to becoming approved Firewise USA Sites. 
• We are planning public meetings in the spring to bring more awareness to the program 

and increase participation. 
 Community Wildfire Protection Plan 

• Received the draft plan in early December. 
• Sent to Technical Advisory Committee on 12/18 for review and comments. 
• Will receive comments by January 17 
• Comments will be sent to Deer Creek Resources to finalize the plan. 

o Board Report – Patrick Streight 
 No report  

o Executive Director Report – Allison Thomson 
 Roadside fuel reduction in Oregon House/Dobbins area: The contractor has paused work but is 

expected to resume in January, with completion anticipated by June. 
 The Outreach Coordinator position has been posted. Interested candidates can email 

info@yubafiresafe.org. The application deadline is February 7th. 
 We’re cleaning up our email lists. If you're not receiving our emails, please reach out to us. 
 We’re open to speaker suggestions for future meetings, please contact us with any ideas.  
 The next meeting will be on March 12th; there will be no meeting in February. 


	o Yuba County Resource Conservation District
	 DJ Baker - Community Climate Action Day at YES Charter Academy was a success, with fuel reduction work completed on adjacent property that was recently purchased by the school. The event saw a great turnout of 46 volunteers, and there are plans for ...
	 Applications for the Yuba County Landowner Assistance Program, which helps with fuel reduction on small properties (3-4 acres), are nearly complete.
	 A discussion also took place about planning future community workdays
	o Camptonville Community Partnership
	 Jon Messick shared that Camptonville Community Partnership has broken ground on the Forest Biomass Facility.
	o UC Extension
	 Ricky Satomi announced that UC has recently hired Andrea Warner as the new Livestock Advisor. They discussed upcoming prescribed grazing projects and training opportunities scheduled for the spring.

