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Council Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, March 12, 2025, 9:30am

Welcome
Public Comment:
=  No Public Comment
Special Presentation: Camptonville Community Partnership Current Projects — Cathy LeBlanc
= Cathy LeBlanc presented on the Forest Biomass Business Center project.
= Adiscussion was held on the storage life of chips, which can be stored for up to three months.
Over the winter, the plan is to store logs instead, as they have a longer storage life. For more
information, visit camptonvillefbbc.org.
Partner Reports:
e USFS-Plumas National Forest
=  Currently, work is underway in the Challenge and Woodleaf areas, with large piles actively being
chipped and 1,400 acres completed so far. In the Feather River Ranger District, 850 loads of
biomass have been removed in 2024, with a target of 1,000 loads for 2025. Meanwhile, mastication
work is still in progress in Pike County. Additionally, there is an upcoming meeting with SPI to
discuss plans for a larger fuel break project.
e USFS-Tahoe National Forest
=  The Trapper Streamflow Enhancement and Trapper PAC projects are currently in progress, with
contractors working on 600 acres of hand-cut piles. Additionally, the Pendola and Marysville
Road/Bullard’s Bar projects are set to begin once conditions dry out.
=  Adiscussion was held regarding layoffs, noting that previously laid-off employees have been
reinstated and received back pay for the layoff period.
e Bureau of Land Management
= Not Present
e Natural Resources Conservation Service
=  Not Present
e CALFIRE
= Not Present
o CA Dept of Fish & Wildlife
=  Not Present
e Board of Supervisors
= Not Present
o Yuba County Office of Emergency Services
=  Not present
=  Yuba County OES Preparedness Fair: April 16th, 5-7:30 PM at the Foothill Lions Club.
e Yuba County Public Works
= Not Present
e Yuba County Sheriff
= Not Present
e Yuba Water Agency
= The Yuba Foothills Healthy Forest grant has successfully treated 6,000 acres. Up next is the
Bullard’s Bar Healthy Forest grant, which aims to cover 4,000 acres.
e Beale Air Force Base
= Not Present
e 1%t Congressional District



https://yubafiresafe.sharepoint.com/sites/YWPFSC/Shared%20Documents/Council%20Meetings/2025/3.12.25/FBBC%20Feb%202025%20YWPFSC-1.pdf

= Several legislative and funding updates were discussed. HR1105 provides incentives for
homeowners to invest in home hardening, while HR1110, the the Grazing for Wildfire Risk
Reduction Act. It focuses on increasing "opportunities to utilize livestock grazing as a means of
wildfire risk reduction. HR1383 allocates funding for schools and roads using tax-exempt lands,
and HR1420, supports the conservation of agricultural lands. Additionally, $315.5 million was
granted to California for water storage projects, including $200 million for the Sites Reservoir.
Another $75 million was allocated for shaded fuel breaks, with $70 million directed to California.
= Adiscussion was held regarding the types of livestock being used for grazing; Multiple types of
livestock will be used (cattle, goats).
e Oregon Peak Lookout Tower VIP Program
= Not Present
e Yuba County Resource Conservation District
=  The Community Climate Day at YESCA is scheduled for April 26th, with the exact time still to be
determined. Activities will include milkweed planting and trail creation. Additionally, the Yuba
County Landowner Assistance Program application will be available soon, and those interested
can email DJ for more information. Efforts are also underway to explore additional grant funding
opportunities.
= Adiscussion was held on the requirements for the Landowner Assistance Program, which is
designed for small landowners with properties ranging from 2 to 100 acres. Participation requires
a minimum of five property owners.
e Camptonville Community Partnership
=  The We Prosper Together/California Jobs First grant has been awarded and will support the
creation of high-quality job opportunities in the region. Additionally, the SACOG Mobility Zones
project aims to expand volunteer capacity and mountain transit, including interconnecting trails,
bike paths and crosswalks, with project selection results expected in April.
= Discussion took place regarding usage of 911 egress for funding and if the CCP was working with
a transportation planner for the project.
o Sierra Nevada Conservancy
*  Prop 4 has passed, authorizing $10 billion in general obligation bonds for water projects, wildfire
prevention, and community and land protection. However, forest health grant programs will not
be available until 2026. In the meantime, some unallocated funding remains available for large
landscape projects.
e UC Extension
= Research on grazing for forest management is ongoing, currently in year two of a four-year study
focused on using goats for grazing management. Meanwhile, the Western SARE Grant has been
put on hold.
o Sierra Pacific Industries
»  Atotal of $75 million has been allocated for shaded fuel breaks across the state, adding 400 miles
to the existing 2,220 miles of fuel breaks on federal and private lands. Work is currently being
completed in Clipper Mills and Strawberry Valley, while the Pike-Magnus project is underway,
creating a 10.5-mile fuel break in Tahoe National Forest and SPI land.
=  Adiscussion was held on funding challenges amid current government cuts. It was noted that SPI
will be reimbursed upon project completion
e The CHY Company
= Not Present
o Siller Brothers
= Not Present
e YWPFSC Reports:
e Qutreach-Education Committee — Beverly Cameron-Fildes
= 2025 calendars are available at foothill locations. Reach out to the office if you don’t see any in
the designated locations. We are seeking local photos (before/after fire hardening, landscapes,
regulation burn piles) for the 2026 calendar. Can submit photos at yubafiresafe.org
=  Tow chain covers are available at designated locations in the foothills.



https://yubafiresafe.org/no-spark-tow-chain-covers/

e \Wildfire Mitigation Review — Gary Fildes

14 Mitigation reviews have been completed since the last meeting. We have one new advisor
that is almost ready to go out in the field, but we are still seeking additional advisors.

Conducted a walk-around at Lake Francis Estates for Firewise assessment.

Pursuing grant funds for home hardening projects.

A discussion was held on home hardening and whether data has been collected on its impact on
insurance premiums after project completion. Currently, no data has been gathered on this topic.

e Firewise/Programs Report — Sandie Marotti-Huckins

New Firewise Communities: Moonshine Road; Regent Way pending approval.

Firewise informational meetings planned for May in Loma Rica, Oregon House, Brownsville and
Camptonville to talk about and answer questions about the program. Will announce dates and
locations soon.

Defensible Space Cost Share: Funds available for defensible space projects in the 0-100ft zone.
Reimbursement of 50% up to $2000 available. See website for more information.

Defensible Space Special Assistance Program: Still have funds available for this program.
Address signs: Over 20 orders completed in February.

Sponsor Sign Program: Details to be posted online.

Volunteer page to be added to the website soon.

CWPP: CWPP is complete, it has been submitted to the Yuba County Board of Supervisors for
approval, meeting set for March 25. Will then be signed off by local Fire Chiefs and Cal Fire NEU.
We will be holding meetings in May to share it with the community.

A discussion was held on community input for the CWPP, including feedback from fire districts.
While community input was gathered earlier, annual updates will provide further opportunities
for engagement. The CWPP was shared with fire chiefs, but responses were minimal.

e Board Report — Patrick Streight

The board is pleased with employees; staff increased to 5.
Procurement policy passed.

e Executive Director Report — Allison Thomson

SNC-funded capacity-building work: Meetings with partners underway.

Roadside fuel reduction project: Work has started up again in the Indiana School Road area. The
Dobbins-Oregon House Roadside project is set to be completed this year.

Newsletters: Submissions due by the 18th of each month. If you have items, you’d like to share
please email us at info@yubafiresafe.org

Outreach Coordinator: Reviewing applications; hiring soon.

Council Meetings: Monthly meetings to start in May.

Code Red Alerts: Make sure to sign up if you haven’t done so.

e Meeting adjourned 11:06 a.m. — Next Meeting will be May 14%, 9:30 a.m. at the Alcouffe Center
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