
  
 
 

Council Meeting Minutes  
Wednesday, May 14th, 2025, 9:30am 

 Alcouffe Community Center (9185 Marysville Road, Oregon House, CA 
95962) 

• Public Comment: No Public Comment 
• Special Presentation: New Council Meeting Format Announcement: Engaging the 

Community in a More Meaningful Way 
A new council meeting structure is being introduced to improve focus and effectiveness. 
Future meetings will be divided into partner-only and community-focused sessions. 
Community meetings will adopt a more interactive format, similar to the successful 
Round Table held last November, and locations will rotate to enhance accessibility. 
Feedback on preferred formats, topics, and partner participation is welcome—please 
reach out to info@yubafiresafe.org. 

• Special Presentation: Legislative Update – David Morgan, Office of Congressman Doug 
LaMalfa  

David Morgan provided a legislative update focused on fire management and public 
lands. He highlighted H.R. 3300, the Forest Protection and Wildfire Safety Act of 2025, 
which aims to address Clean Water Act permitting delays related to the use of aerial fire 
retardant. Morgan also recognized Congressman LaMalfa’s recent awards for his efforts 
in forest management and wildfire risk reduction. Additionally, he noted the allocation 
of $75 million for shaded fuel breaks in California and discussed a new mission 
assignment for Beale Air Force Base. 
Discussion took place regarding the rural schools, Beale population increases, the home 
hardening state bill and the safe home act.  

• Partner Reports:   
o USFS-Plumas National Forest – Not present  
o USFS-Tahoe National Forest James Bollinger  

 The Trapper PAC and Trapper Stream Enhancement projects, noting 
that the final unit of the Trapper PAC has been approved and the 
Trapper Stream work is nearly complete. Additionally, approximately 
300 acres of pile burning were completed this past winter and spring 
as part of the Trapper Stream Enhancement Project.  Bullard’s 
project, which covers 2,000 acres, is now a primary focus. 

o Bureau of Land Management – Not present 
o Natural Resources Conservation Service – Not present 
o CAL FIRE – Not present 
o CA Dept of Fish & Wildlife - Not present 

o Board of Supervisors – Jon Messick 
o Yuba County Office of Emergency Services – Elias Mendoza  

https://yubafiresafe.sharepoint.com/:p:/s/YWPFSC/Ed1Zj2BvQyZAqrrGsmcShoAB45pyIST77klxe1_k6YJCVg?e=Xz48PH
https://yubafiresafe.sharepoint.com/:p:/s/YWPFSC/Ed1Zj2BvQyZAqrrGsmcShoAB45pyIST77klxe1_k6YJCVg?e=Xz48PH
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 The Be Prepared Fair, which was well-attended with over 500 
participants. Planning is underway for the next event in the valley, 
expected to take place across from Linda Fire Department, with 
potential dates currently under discussion. 

o Yuba County Public Works – Jon Messick  
 The Los Verjeles Bridge has now reopened, and a free trash dump 

day will be held at the Alcouffe Center on May 17th from 8:00 AM to 
12:00 PM. Jon will follow up with Public Works regarding the status 
of the roadside clearing grant. 

o Yuba County Sheriff – Not present 
o Yuba Water Agency – Doug Bortz 

  Mastication project is being carried out by CHY Company, A1 Tree, 
and Volcano Creek on Yuba Water Agency and Bear Yuba Land Trust 
properties. The project is progressing well and is expected to be 
completed by the third week of the month. 

o Beale Air Force Base – Not present  
o 1st  Congressional District – Presented earlier 
o Yuba County Resource Conservation District – Gary Fildes 

 Two grants have been secured for fuels reduction work, with 
projects set to begin this summer on 100 acres off Moonshine Road 
and another 100 acres off Regent Way. Additional grant 
opportunities are available, and applications can be submitted 
online at https://www.yubarcd.org/yuba-county-wildfire-hazard-
reduction-program.  
Discussion also took place regarding the Oregon Peak lookout, with a 
suggestion to write letters of support and further investigation 
planned. 

o Camptonville Community Partnership – Not present 
o Sierra Nevada Conservancy – Chris Dallas 

 A small fuels reduction grant program, funded by Proposition 4 
funds, will be launching soon with a total of $10 million available for 
the entire region. The program is focused on implementation 
projects only—planning efforts are not eligible—and all projects 
must be shovel-ready. While it does not exclude Forest Service land, 
the emphasis is on wildland-urban interface (WUI) areas and 
community protection. The program guidelines are expected to be 
approved at the June board meeting, with the official release to 
follow. For more information contact Chris at 
chris.dallas@sierranevada.ca.gov  

o UC Extension – Not present 
o Sierra Pacific Industries – Not present 
o The CHY Company – Not present  
o Siller Brothers – Not present 

YWPFSC Reports:  

https://www.yubarcd.org/yuba-county-wildfire-hazard-reduction-program
https://www.yubarcd.org/yuba-county-wildfire-hazard-reduction-program
mailto:chris.dallas@sierranevada.ca.gov


o Outreach-Education Committee – Lex Matteini & Beverly Cameron-Fildes 
 Lex and Beverly discussed the annual outreach plan, focusing on 

preparedness, vigilance, and recognition. They highlighted the development 
of the 2026 calendar and the need for community photos related to fire 
safety, home hardening, and the foothills' beauty. Community members are 
invited to submit images at www.yubafiresafe.org, with prizes for selected 
photos used in the calendar. Beverly also mentioned a brief survey to gather 
input for the calendar's content, to request a survey please contact Lex 
Matteini . New locations for tow chain covers have been released, with a list 
available at https://yubafiresafe.org/no-sparks. 

o Wildfire Mitigation Review – Gary Fildes 
 Gary reports on the mitigation reviews, with 29 completed so far this year 

and seven more scheduled. More volunteers are needed to conduct 
mitigation reviews.  

o Firewise/Programs Report – Sandie Marotti-Huckins 
 Sandie provided updates on the CWPP, Firewise Communities, and cost-

share programs. The CWPP has been finalized and is being rolled out at 
community meetings in the five fire districts, with a digital copy available at 
http://www.yubafiresafe.org and 
https://yubacounty.opennrm.org/cwpp/yuba-county-foothills-cwpp-2025  

 CWPP/Firewise meetings are scheduled for May:  
 Thursday May 15th at 6 PM in Camptonville. 
 Saturday May 17th at 10 AM in Smartsville, and 2 PM in Loma Rica. 

 There have been five new applications for defensible space cost share. 
o Board Report – None 
o Executive Director Report – Allison Thomson 

 The roadside fuel reduction project is still ongoing in the Dobbins area. 
 An upcoming webinar by Unites Policyholders regarding home insurance 

options is set for May 29th, offering tips for finding better coverage in 
California: Register Here. It was also noted that the CWPP is a significant and 
ongoing effort, intended to be a living document that stays relevant over 
time. Additionally, there will be a follow-up visit to the roadside project site 
to assess progress, reflecting the continued commitment to that work. 

• Next meeting is scheduled for June 11th at 9:30 AM at the Alcouffe Center 
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