
  
 
 

Council Meeting Minutes  
Wednesday, June 11th, 2025, 9:30am 

 Alcouffe Community Center (9185 Marysville Road, Oregon House, CA 95962) 

 
• Welcome: The meeting was called to order with brief introductions from attendees. 
• Public Comment: Charles Sharp made a statement regarding a Placer County ordinance mandating 

that property owners maintain roadside grasses to reduce fire risk. 
• YWPFSC Reports:  
 Outreach-Education Committee - Lex Matteini 

 The June newsletter has been released and includes information on this summer’s 
wildfire risk outlook. 

 Tabling efforts are ongoing in Dobbins, with plans to expand to Brownsville and local 
lakes. 

 Members are encouraged to submit upcoming events for inclusion in the newsletter by 
emailing: info@yubafiresafe.org. 

 Wildfire Mitigation Review - Gary Fildes 
 A total of 45 wildfire mitigation reviews have been conducted this year, with 32 

completed since March. 
 The team averages approximately 145 reviews annually. 
 Two additional volunteers are currently being onboarded to support this work. 

 Firewise/Programs Report – Sandie Marotti-Huckins  
 The Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP) is now complete and has been 

presented in all five districts. While participation was low, the presentations sparked 
productive discussions. 

 Residents are encouraged to order reflective address signs: 
https://yubafiresafe.org/reflective-address-signs . A volunteer is now available to help 
with sign creation. 

 Defensible Space Cost Share: Funding is still available for 0–100-foot defensible space 
work. Please ensure your project qualifies before starting. 

 Special Assistance Program: Three projects are nearing completion, with funds still 
available. Approximately $70,000 in work has been provided to elderly and disabled 
residents. 

 Firewise Communities: Two new communities are participating: Concord Trail has 
completed its risk assessment. Citron Way in Oregon House will undergo its assessment 
on Saturday. 

 A question was raised regarding eligibility for Firewise designation: A nonprofit that owns 
land cannot be designated on its own, but the property can be included in a Firewise 
community if there are residential structures. 

 Board Report – Patrick Streight 
 The board is actively seeking new members. Please share this opportunity with friends or 

family who may be interested in serving. 
 Executive Director Report – Allison Thomson 

https://yubafiresafe.org/wildfire-mitigation-review-program/
https://yubacounty.opennrm.org/cwpp/yuba-county-foothills-cwpp-2025
https://yubafiresafe.org/reflective-address-signs/
https://yubafiresafe.org/defensible-space-cost-share-program/
https://yubafiresafe.org/defensible-space-assistance/
https://yubafiresafe.org/firewise-usa/


 The hiring process is open for a new Administrative Assistant. Applications will be 
accepted until the position is filled. Please share with potential candidates. More 
information can be found at: https://yubafiresafe.org/our-team/ 

 The roadside clearing project will continue through the end of the calendar year but will 
pause during the summer months. 

 Allison thanked the team and partners for their contributions and collaboration. Exciting 
new developments are on the horizon.  

 A question was asked by Jon Messick regarding funding for creating a firebreak around a 
specific community. Roadside is all YWPFSC has funding for currently but would be happy 
to collaborate to find more funding. Limited with current grants. Gary Fildes replied to 
contact RCD as they might be able to help with funding for the future.  

 Special Presentation: Partnership Strategy Update and Discussion – Amy Stork -Partnership strategy 
document shared and discussed, points covered:   
 Meeting Formats: A new structure is being introduced, with two distinct types of meetings: 

 Community Meetings: Held 4-5 times per year, rotating locations and times to increase 
accessibility. 

 Partner Meetings: Designed for deeper collaboration among organizational partners. 
 Concerns were raised that separating community and partner meetings could risk 

alienating the public. It was clarified that partner meetings are being added, not replacing 
existing meetings, and community meetings are being reconfigured to better serve the 
community. Partners are encouraged to attend community meetings to maintain open 
communication. Suggestions were made to increase publicity for community meetings to 
address low attendance. 

 Outreach/Engagement:  
 Emphasis on collaborative public outreach and shared messaging among partners. 
 Goals were shared to improve engagement, visibility, and community trust. 

 Collaborative planning:  
 Agreement to hold 4 partner meetings per year.  
 CAL FIRE and USFS suggested meetings be scheduled March–June and again in winter. 
 Consensus: July–October will be "blackout" months due to limited availability. 
 A draft meeting schedule will be created and circulated for partner approval. 
 A shared drive will be set up for storing meeting notes and key documents to ensure that 

all partners can stay informed, even if they miss a meeting. 
 CWPP TAC Annual Meeting 

 Plan to hold a Community Wildfire Protection Plan Technical Advisory Committee (CWPP 
TAC) meeting annually. 

 CAL FIRE requested coordination of CWPP updates with fire planning efforts, suggesting a 
fall meeting date. 

 Meeting date and agenda template is in development to help standardize scheduling and 
preparation. 

 A question was raised by Charles Sharp regarding accountability for project 
implementation and follow-through. Project follow up & accountability. It was clarified 
that partnership meetings will focus on implementation of CWPP items, while TAC 
meetings will focus on proposing new projects for inclusion 

 Shared Data Platform.  
 Partners will be trained on how to use the platform. 
 Potential uses include project planning, data sharing, and collaboration. Further 

discussion is needed. 
 A training session can occur at the first partner meeting. 

https://yubafiresafe.org/our-team/


 Partner Engagement & Roles 
 Efforts are underway to expand the partnership network, with outreach to potential new 

partners planned for Year 2 of the strategy. 
 Allison will be conducting one-on-one meetings with partners later this summer and into 

the fall to discuss roles and contributions. 
 Partner Reports:   

 USFS-Plumas National Forest – Not present 
 USFS-Tahoe National Forest –Rita Clipperton 

 Fire activity is increasing as conditions dry out with recent lightning activity (~200 strikes 
near Grouse Ridge) resulted in seven small fires, all kept under control. 

 Fuels reduction work is active north of Bullard’s Bar. Ongoing mastication and hand-
cutting projects (approximately 700 acres) are funded by a Forest Health grant and show 
strong progress. 

 Approximately 200 acres have been underburned in previously treated areas. 
 Bureau of Land Management – Not present 
 Natural Resources Conservation Service 

 Undergoing administrative changes and internal restructuring. 
 Funding for Yuba-Sutter counties is limited this year. 
 Ongoing projects are still progressing, but no new forestry funding is expected for this 

cycle. 
 CAL FIRE – Not present 
 CA Dept of Fish & Wildlife – Not present   
 Yuba County Public Works & Board of Supervisors – Jon Messick 

 A mastication project is underway covering 45 miles above Bullard’s Bar, funded through 
a grant. 

 Yuba County Office of Emergency Services - Elias Mendoza  
 Recently conducted safety preparedness outreach for all 1st grade students in Yuba 

County. Program was well received and may be repeated next year. 
 Yuba County Sheriff – Not present 
 Yuba Water Agency – Douglas Bortz  

 Completed a Forest Health grant project on a parcel along Marysville Road (Parcel 
#10875), treating 268 acres. 

 Bear Yuba Land Trust also completed 110 acres of mastication work this season. 
 Beale Air Force Base – Not present  
 1st Congressional District - David Morgan 

 Highlighted federal legislative updates: 
• HR1 – “One Big Beautiful Bill”: A comprehensive bill addressing tax reform, federal 

spending, the debt ceiling, and agency operations. 
• H.R. 3300 – Forest Protection and Wildland Firefighter Safety Act of 2025: Would 

amend the Federal Water Pollution Control Act to exempt aerial fire-retardant 
applications from NPDES permits. Aims to streamline fire suppression efforts. 

 Yuba County Resource Conservation District - DJ Baker 
 Conducting forest surveys for fuels reduction projects. 
 100 acres each in Camptonville and the Regent Way area of Oregon House are under active 

planning. 
 Engaged in funding discussions with Yuba Water Agency. 

 Camptonville Community Partnership - Cathy LeBlanc  

https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/3300


 Collaborating with Yuba College through the California Jobs First Grant to launch a forest 
health workforce pilot program in summer 2026. Target cohort: ~15 students. 

 Working on the SAYCOG Mobility Zone Project, with Brownsville selected as a pilot zone. 
Community meeting scheduled to gather input from low-income residents about improving 
transportation services.  

 FBBC (Forest Biomass Business Center) project is in pre-construction phase, with plans for a 
5MW community-scale facility to convert forest biomass to electricity and jobs. 

 Sierra Nevada Conservancy – Not present 
 UC Extension – Ricky Satomi 

 Starting a Forest management 8-week course for landowners from July 1 to August 26. The 
course includes a final site review of students' properties. 

 Grazing study is ongoing.  
 Sierra Pacific Industries – Not present  
 The CHY Company – Not present 
 Siller Brothers – Not present 
 Next Meeting 
 There will be no meeting in July. 
 The future meeting schedule is to be determined and will be communicated once finalized. 
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